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fifteenth century. The expedition of 1453-4 affords us the first
definite evidence of the part which the Andalusians may have
played in the progress of discovery. Did some of them explore
the coast between Cape Bojador and the Gambia? Did others
approach the coast from the Canary islands? Is it not more than
possible that Andalusian fishermen, casting their nets on the
banks off Cape Bojador, may not have sometimes voyaged
further south1? Perhaps there are records, bearing on these
interesting speculations, in the municipal archives of the ports of
Andalusia, records whose full significance has so far escaped the
notice of students intent only upon investigating the Columbine
voyages. In the present state of evidence, when there is so much
that is suggestive and so little that is definite, no sufficient
answer can be given to any of these questions. But it is clear to
the editor of this volume that the subject of Andalusian parti-
cipation in the early voyages of West African exploration holds
out infinite prospects for him who is prepared to comb and
ransack the Spanish archives.
VOYAGES UNDERTAKEN DURING THE WAR OF CASTILIAN SUC-
CESSION, 1475-80. The interest, displayed by Castilians in West
Africa, revived in 1474 and was continuously maintained until
1480. Most of the records, printed below, illustrate the events
of this short period, for at no other time in her distinguished
imperial history did Castile evince such a lively interest in West
Africa, or so keen a desire to take and occupy Guinea. The
vigour of her onslaught upon her rival during these six years
may be largely attributed to the spread of exaggerated reports
about Mina and the fortunes to be made in gold, to the spirited
and imaginative leadership given by Queen Isabella, and to the
outbreak of a succession war between herself and Portugal. In
May 1475, King Affonso V of Portugal invaded Castile, intent
upon enforcing his claim to the throne of Isabella, which he
based upon his betrothal to Isabella's niece and rival, the
1 Andalusian fishermen seem to have visited the fishing banks off the north-
west coast of Africa regularly during the second half of the fifteenth century.
Their expeditions were a constant source of friction between Castile and
Portugal. Eustache de la Fosse records that the Spaniards were accustomed
to go to the Rio do Ouro every year to fish (doc. 101). See also Alguns docu-
mentos, p. 126.